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wool chamber on her own account in order that
she might dispose of his plate and jewels, that
she had appropriated his money, refused his
conjugal affection and brought an armed and
amorous trooper into his chamber to challenge
him to a duel,6

All this made a marriage settlement a compli-
cated business, particularly where a big estate
was concerned* The legal advisers of both
parties would write packets of letters and famous
counsel in London would be feed, so that chil-
dren and grandchildren unborn might be provided
for and remote contingencies anticipated. Often
months, and sometimes years, would pass before
the final details were complete and the young
people free to wed. In one case, at least, the latter
took matters into their own hands and married
before the legal formalities were completed, the
father of the bride (who gained greatly by the
bridegroom's impatience) writing to his dis-
comfited opposite, "And to show you he is your
own son, we had much ado to keep him from
kissing his bride before matrimony was all read.'*7

Though occasionally, as in this case, genuine
tenderness sprang up between the young people
before the wedding, a conventional phraseology of
courtship was de rigueur. They called themselves
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